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From the President
by Judy Pollock

Dear CAS members, 

 - A petition to make a sensible policy for large events at 
Montrose Beach delivered.

 - An ordinance to require bird-friendly building  
design introduced.

 - A promise to mow invasive brush from hundreds of acres of 
key bird habitat secured.

 - A series of bilingual Spanish bird walks initiated and an 
LGBTQ+ birding group strengthened.

 - Plus 21 other bird walks, programs and workdays, hundreds 
of birds rescued, newspaper articles, public testimony, two 
very active Facebook pages and a new Instagram page …

CAS activities of the past two months drive home the point:  
bird clubs are important. There is important conservation work  
to be done in metropolitan areas. Bird clubs provide  
the infrastructure.

A bird club membership is a vote for birds. It’s an inexpensive 
way to say that you value birds, to show support for the 
people that volunteer their time to engage people with birds 
and address important conservation issues - and to join those 
activities if you like. Our members’ support is our strength, and 
our most valued asset.

This month and next we’ll be having our membership drive. 
We hope to add 250 new members. Can you help us out by 
forwarding this newsletter to a friend with an invitation to 
join? They’ll be joining a great group of local nature enthusiasts 
and accomplished conservationists. 

Thanks for everything you do to support birds and conservation.

Good birding!  — Judy Pollock

Cover Photo: Piping Plover fledgling at Montrose Beach by Tamima Itani

Black-capped Chickadee by Lisa Musgrave 
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Our Bird-Friendly Design Ordinance continues to advance!
by Annette Prince, CAS Secretary and Chicago Bird Collision Monitors Director

A revised version of the Bird-Friendly Design Ordinance was reintroduced to the new city council on July 24th by its sponsor Alderman Hopkins 
and co-sponsors:  Aldermen LaSpata, Waguespack, Reilly, Smith, Cappleman and Osterman.

The ordinance will be reviewed in committee and we hope will be brought to a vote by the end of 2019.

You can help us keep the momentum going! Let’s institute this important legislation that will make Chicago a leader in architecture that is 
innovative, attractive and safer for the millions of birds that live in and travel through our area.

Actions:   

 - Thank your aldermen if they have been ordinance sponsors.  

 - Write your aldermen to ask them to contact us or Alderman Hopkins to become a co-sponsor.

 - Join our list of supporters at: birdfriendlychicago.org

http://chicagoaudubon.org 
http://facebook.com/chicagoaudubon
http://facebook.com/groups/1467626873474886/
mailto:johnelliott4@gmail.com
http://sarahsommersdesign.com
http://birdfriendlychicago.org
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Miracle at Montrose Dunes
by Tamima Itani

On June 3rd, the two now-famous Piping Plovers who have 
come to be known as Monty and Rose reunited on Montrose 
beach in Chicago. They had previously met and mated 
on Waukegan beach in 2018, laying four eggs that would 
ultimately be incubated in captivity and result in one surviving 
chick. They may have even met the year prior, during their 
fledge summer of 2017, at Waukegan beach, as they were both 
seen there on the same days.

Monty and Rose proceeded to mate and scrape a nest smack 
in the middle of the Montrose public beach, causing the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) and scores of volunteers to scramble 
in order to protect the nest from unknowing humans walking 
by, wandering off-leash dogs and a massive concert planned 
on the beach for August. Monty’s courtship displays became 
the talk of the town, with one video after another showing 
his slick high-stepping moves. An egg was laid, then another 
and eventually four. But this year’s unpredictable weather and 
spring storms threatened their nest on June 12, forcing the FWS 
to collect the eggs, just ahead of the nest going under a foot of 
water overnight. That first clutch was initially sent to the Lincoln 
Park Zoo for incubation, then to the specialized captive rearing 
facility run by the Detroit Zoo. Unfortunately, none of those 
eggs hatched. Those first two weeks illustrated in a dramatic 
way the convergence and impact of an unpredictable climate, 
wildlife habitat loss, and conflicting human interests.

Rose and Monty showed signs of stress in the hours after the 
nest was lost, but then slowly started focusing on breeding 
again. While Rose fed on the beach to regain weight and 
strength, Monty scraped ten new nests higher up on the 
beach, but in the same general vicinity. Rose did not care for 
the location, feet away from a busy sidewalk. Eventually, both 
found their way to the high and dry sand area adjacent to 
the Bank Swallows’ nesting area, fairly close to the volleyball 
courts. Monty scratched several additional nests. Rose was not 
satisfied until a nest was scratched in the highest possible spot 
in that location. That’s when they started mating again. An egg 
was laid in the new scrape. The IDNR and FWS came back and 
with help from the Chicago Park District, one volleyball post 
after another was removed, until eleven courts disappeared 
and the area roped off. Monty and Rose now had an area 
bigger than a football field to call their own, on Chicago’s most 
expensive beachfront real estate.

A second egg was laid. A wire enclosure was placed above the 
nest to protect it from predators such as gulls, raccoons and 
skunks. The plovers themselves maneuvered the enclosure with 
great ease, scurrying in and out for incubation shifts. Cameras 
went up to monitor the nest at night. Third egg laid. Fourth 
egg laid. Incubation started around June 24th. Volunteers 
were scheduled again to watch the plovers and their nest 
from dawn to sunset. Near heart attacks were experienced 
each time a grackle came too close, or a starling entered 
the enclosure. Rose and Monty went after perceived threats 

Piping Plover chick at Montrose Beach by Tamima Itani Bank Swallow colony at Montrose Dunes by Krzysztof Kurylowicz
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without hesitation, chasing away Killdeers, Spotted Sandpipers, 
Grackles, Red-winged Blackbirds, Eastern Kingbirds, Barn 
Swallows, Gulls and even Mallards and Great Blue Herons! Bank 
swallows were considered cool and never chased away.

Days went by, the weather alternating between nice (rarely), 
thunderstorms, heat waves, and wind. The parents tolerated 
it all, stubbornly staying on the eggs, incubating them and 
protecting them. The dreaded July 4th weekend came and 
went, with scores of volunteers signing up to protect the nest 
and its area well into the night. Sargeant Rich Heger with the 
Chicago Police Department and his team discouraged as many 
illegal fireworks as possible. Rose stayed on the nest all night, 
while Monty took cover on the protected beach.

On July 16th, monitors started observing a change in the 
parents’ behavior. They were getting off the nest more 
frequently, seemed a bit more agitated and ran up and down 
the Bank Swallows’ nesting corridor, chasing other birds away.

On July 17th, around 4:30 pm, the marvelous news broke 
through: Rose was seen carrying an egg shell away from the 
nest! Shortly thereafter, the first tiny little chick was observed, 
first on the nest among the eggs, then, within three hours of 
hatching, exploring the confines of the wire enclosure. Within 
24 hours, more good news, when two siblings hatched on July 
8th. By the end of that day, the fourth egg was declared failed, 
as the parents stopped incubation, signaling there would be no 
more chicks. 

But THREE chicks! THREE precious little chicks hatched on a 
sandy beach in Chicago, for the first time since 1955! That’s 
64 years, if you need help with the math. Birders and non-
birders alike cheered — on the beach, on social media, and to 
whomever would listen to them. Standing behind the stone 
wall protecting the area and listening to visitors in the days 
after the chicks hatched, you would invariably hear women 
and men alike, experienced birders and casual passersby all 
exclaim variations of “Oh my gosh, they are so cute!”  Cute they 
were, these little poof balls on sticks, scurrying in the sand and 
feeding themselves shortly after hatching. In the first few days, 
they kept within a few feet of the brooding parents, feeding 
then running back to Mom or Dad, cramming their little heads 
against the parent’s chest and wedging themselves safely 
beneath them, until one could only see an adult plover with four 
sets of legs. This little family on a very public beach in Chicago 
became ambassadors to their species and to birds in general, 
introducing many visitors to the beauty of birds and the joy of 
birding for the very first time. They claimed celebrity status, 
making it into the columns of most local newspapers and 
covered in a story by National Audubon.

Amidst all this joy came one more cause for celebration. The 
large concert slated to take place on the beach was cancelled. 

Undoubtedly the high-water level on the beach was the 
major deterrent. However, strong and persistent activism by 
Chicago Audubon Society and many of our partners, as well 
as neighborhood associations, cast a strong spotlight on the 
negative impact such a concert would have on all aspects of 
the beach ecosystem. Over 6000 people signed a petition 
opposing the concert!

A week after hatching, the little poof balls had quadrupled in 
size. Highly-committed volunteers, as well as Louise Clemency 
and Kris Lah from the FWS and Brad Semel from the IDNR, 
kept a watchful eye, inviting gulls to relocate with a remote-
controlled toy vehicle or a gull-deterrent maneuver, or politely 
asking visiting Great Blue Herons (and chick gobblers) to…
well…take a flight elsewhere. Extra care was taken by CPD 
beach groomers and Chicago Kayak equipment drivers to avoid 
running over the tiny sand-colored chicks

Each chick seemed to develop distinct personalities, one 
displaying a strong independent streak and ignoring the 
parents’ calls to safety, another one eager to cuddle under Dad 
or Mom as much as possible, while the third fell somewhere 
in between, roaming independently but hurrying back to the 
parent when called.

Perfect joy was not to last long. On the 28th of July, about 11 
days after hatching, one of the chicks was observed lethargic 
and immobile on the sand, eyes closed. The chick was taken 
to the Lincoln Park Zoo where immediate care was provided. 
Unfortunately, this chick was lost to the Piping Plover family  
by the next morning.
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Save the date! 
On March 14, 2020 Chicago Audubon Society will hold 
its biennial Birding America symposium at North Park 
University. Birding America is an all-day conference that 
features nationally known and local speakers presenting 
talks on local/regional, national and international birding 
and general birding topics.

The remaining two siblings continued to thrive, however, 
growing under our watchful eyes. One day, they started looking 
like miniature adults, joining Dad in chasing their favorite target, 
Spotted Sandpipers, and doing charming little hopping flights. 
Rose tried to stay with them, but Dad would have none of it, 
chasing her away from the chicks on multiple occasions.  She 
continued to feed on the beach, but no longer approached 
her family.  She joined Monty, however, in chasing a Great Blue 
Heron who was getting too close to the chicks.  By August 5, 
she was no longer found on the beach, likely on her way south 
for a well-deserved winter break.  Rose gained our admiration 
when she laid two clutches of four eggs each within a couple 
weeks of each other, incubated the second clutch through heat, 
storms and July 4th fireworks and vigorously defended eggs 
and chicks from countless intruders.

Monty continued to carefully watch the chicks, never letting his 
guard down and chasing intruders away.  One morning, twelve 
Killdeers thought they could rest and feed in “his” enclosure.  
Wrong!  Each of the twelve was chased away by Monty with 
courage and determination.  

On August 10, both chicks turned 23 days old, prompting the 
Great Lakes Piping Plover Recovery Program to record Chicago 
as officially fledging two chicks.  Tears of joy were shed all over 
the city and beyond, accompanied by deep feelings of pride 
and accomplishment.  A day later, the recently-fledged young 
plovers displayed their flying chops by traversing in flight the 
equivalent of some three football fields.  A day later, they left 
their protective enclosure and were feeding on the public beach 
with confidence.  Later, they made their way to the protected 
beach, feeding there and resting in the grass where the dunes 
meet the beach, spending much of their time with each other.  
As for Monty, he was last seen on the beach on August 15th.  
Monty gained an ardent following for his fancy courtship 
moves, his territorial fending skills and his deeply attentive care 
of his offspring.

The two young plovers continued to thrive after Monty’s 
departure, hanging out with migrating shorebirds on the beach, 
chasing others away, feeding out on the pier.  

The words of volunteer monitor Matt Greenberger perfectly 
sum up how we will all feel when the young piping plovers are 
gone: “about to experience genuine empty-nester syndrome.”  
The Chicago-hatched Piping Plovers were not banded to 
avoid introducing further stress to them, so we will likely never 
know what their future holds.  By any measure, the nesting 
and fledging of three Piping Plover chicks at Montrose beach, 
an urban beach in the country’s third largest city, has been a 
tremendous success. This could not have been possible without 
the years of loving labor to restore a wildlife friendly shoreline 
habitat which materialized the most ardent wish of Montrose’s 
visionary and committed steward, Leslie Borns — that Piping 
Plovers breed again at Montrose Beach.

Tamima Itani is a retired professional who worked in the medical 
devices sector.  She is a board member and treasurer of the 
Illinois Ornithological Society and co-leads the Chicago Audubon 
Society Advocacy Task Force.  In partnership with colleagues 
from the Illinois Ornithological Society and the Chicago 
Ornithological Society, she led the Piping Plover volunteer 
coordination efforts, which included 190 volunteers and 70-100 
volunteer shifts per week from early June until mid-August.

Piping Plover parent and chick by Tamima Itani
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Chicago Audubon 2019 
Bird Seed Sale
Order Deadline: Friday, October 11  

Order Pickup Date: Saturday, October 26 from 9:00 a.m.  
to noon

Chicago Audubon’s annual bird seed sale is underway! Your 
purchases directly support our educational outreach and 
programs supporting birds and the environment. The high-
quality seed available through this sale is great for the birds. 
Forty percent of your total purchase is tax deductible. 

Please consider purchasing seed through us this year and invite 
your family, friends and neighbors to participate as well! Send 
them the link below. 

To place your order: (1) You may complete your order online 
at our website www.chicagoaudubon.org/bird-seed-sale 
using your credit card. (2) You may print the order form from 
our website and mail it to the address printed on the form. 
Please provide all requested contact information, whether you 
are enclosing a check or filling in credit card information. Do 
not mail cash. (3) You may call our office at 773-539-6793. 
Please leave your name and phone number and someone will 
call you back promptly. Please note: orders called or mailed 
into the office using a credit card will be placed online by  
office personnel.

Location preference: No matter how you place your order, 
YOU MUST indicate your pickup location preference so that 
we know where to have your seed delivered.  Provide a phone 
number where you may be reached on seed pickup day. This 
phone number is critical to ensuring that you receive your seed 
on pickup day. 

Pickup day reminders: As a courtesy to our purchasers, 
everyone who has placed an order will be called a few days 
in advance of pickup as a reminder. If you are unable to pick 
up your order on October 26, please make arrangements for 
someone to pick it up for you and be sure they know to be at 
your chosen pickup location between 9:00 a.m. and noon. 

Volunteers: This event depends on volunteers helping us on 
pickup day at both the Chicago and River Forest locations. 
Volunteers are welcome for all or part of the morning, from 
8:00 a.m. to noon. If you are able to help, please indicate your 
preference for hours and location on the order form, or call our 
office at 773-539-6793. You do not have to place an order to be 
a volunteer. Without our volunteers this wonderful sale would 
not be possible! 

American Goldfinches by Lisa Musgrave

CAS Advocacy Task Force 
Kickoff  — Tamima Itani and Leslie Shad
One important role of grassroots groups like CAS is advocacy. 
We’re working on some big local issues like our Bird-Friendly 
Design Ordinance and the protection of Montrose Beach. We 
also raise awareness about important state and federal bird 
conservation and climate issues. 

We want to do more, and more effectively, with more of our 
members. We have started an advocacy task force, and we’ve 
planned a kickoff date on September 23 at Jerry’s Sandwiches 
at 5419 N Clark St, Chicago. Our discussion will take place from 
7-8:30, but come by at 6 to buy a sandwich or a beer, and make 
conversation if you like. Task force co-chairs and some CAS board 
members will be on hand to organize our efforts to select and 
elevate key issues and build relationships with elected officials. 

Fresh voices are welcome to help us start a new phase of this 
interesting and satisfying work.

http://www.chicagoaudubon.org/bird-seed-sale
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Description/ Price

40 lb. Chicago Audubon Premium....................... $21.75

20 lb. Chicago Audubon Premium........................ $11.75

40 lb. Regular Wild Bird Seed.............................. $16.50

20 lb. Regular Wild Bird Seed...............................  $9.00

40 lb. Black Sunflower.......................................... $20.50

25 lb. Black Sunflower............................................ $13.50

25 lb. Cracked Corn.................................................. $8.25

25 lb. White Proso Millet.......................................... $9.75

25 lb. Medium Sunflower Chips............................ $31.50

25 lb. Safflower Seed............................................. $22.25

25 lb. Nyjer Seed.................................................... $32.50

10 lb. Nyjer Seed..................................................... $14.00

Case of Nyjer Seed (Five 10-lb bags)................. $68.75

10 lb. Peanut Pieces............................................... $13.00

Case of Peanut Pieces (Five 10-lb bags)............ $63.75

1 Suet Cake.................................................................. $1.25

Case of Suet Cakes (12 Cakes).............................. $12.50

1 Fruit & Nut Bell (15 oz).......................................... $4.25

Case of Fruit & Nut Bells (6 Bells)........................ $24.75

Pickup Locations:

Nature House 
3100 West Grand Ave, Chicago. Nature House is one block 
north of Chicago Ave and one block east of Kedzie Ave. Go to 
the loading area behind the building. 

Good Earth Greenhouse & Café 
7900 West Madison, River Forest. 

If you have problems locating either address, call Chris at  
312-520-1266. 

Thank you for your order. 

We also wish to extend many, many thanks to Good Earth 
Greenhouse and Nature House for hosting our pickup day 
again this year.

Red-bellied Woodpecker by Lisa Musgrave Dark-eyed Junco and Downy Woodpecker by Lisa Musgrave
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The Peregrine Returns, the Art and Architecture of  
an Urban Raptor Recovery 
Review by John Elliott, CAS Board member

The bird whipped by a big window, swooping down toward 
the loop street well below. I whispered to the guy next to 
me, “was that what I think it was?” He grinned and said I think 
so. No need to say peregrine. That was in the mid 1990s, and 
I was lucky to be gazing out the window during a less than 
stimulating meeting for my first glimpse of an urban peregrine.

By then peregrine recovery was well underway in the U.S. and 
in the midwest. Chicago was one of many cities to host a 
peregrine release effort, a story told by Mary Hennen in The 
Peregrine Returns, the Art and Architecture of Urban Peregrine 
Recovery (Univ. of Chicago Press, 2017), with illustrations and 
comments by Peggy MacNamara.

Mary is well placed to tell the story. Beginning with the 
peregrine program 30 years ago, she is assistant collections 
manager for the bird collection at The Field Museum, and 
directs the Chicago Peregrine Program.

Chicago is where it’s at for peregrines in this part of the world, 
and this book tells the Chicago story. The decline of peregrines 
throughout the country, and their extirpation as a breeding 
population across the east and midwest, is only briefly outlined 
here. We get glimpses into introductions and recovery in the 
rest of Illinois and the region. What we do get are fascinating 
stories of a number of individual birds, their mating and nesting 
success and occasional failures. 

Choices of buildings and other nest locations are illustrated 
by Peggy MacNamara’s gorgeous watercolors. Also covered 
in some detail and delightfully illustrated are many aspects 
of peregrine life and behavior, and the relationship of these 
superb avian predators to other urban wildlife.

A brief entry gives well earned credit to falconers who captive-
bred the birds for Chicago release. You will not learn about the 
broader peregrine recovery efforts across the country, or of the 
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controversy surrounding removal of eggs and nestlings from 
the wild for captive breeding. (The National Audubon Society 
was one of several organizations that opposed breeding by 
falconers into the 1980s, before changing their position after 
success had been demonstrated.) Likewise there is nothing 
here about major disputes over the appropriate genetic mix 
of released birds that have ancestry from multiple subspecies 
from regions with very different habitats.

There are other sources for those details. Return of the 
Peregrine, A North American Saga of Tenacity and Teamwork 
(Tom J. Cade and William Burnham, editors, The Peregrine 
Fund, 2003) covers the history, controversies, and multiple 
regional efforts in more detail than most of us will want to 
absorb. Falcon by Helen Macdonald. author of H is for Hawk, 
(first published in 2006 by Reaktion Books) is an easy to read 

account of peregrines and their kin with a distinctly European 
historical and cultural perspective. The number of books about 
falcons in print is a testament to human’s fascination with these 
remarkable birds throughout the ages. 

Conservation biology in general and endangered species 
recovery in particular can be difficult subjects. While we 
celebrate the remarkable success of peregrines in our cities and 
de-listing of them as an endangered species, a process with 
its own controversy, we must maintain vigilance for the many 
other wild things that need our help.

The Peregrine Returns is a close up view of a remarkable story 
from one best placed to tell it. Mary and Peggy’s book has short 
chapters that don’t need to be read in order. You can open it 
anywhere, savor the illustrations, and take away bits of the life 
of “our” birds. Enjoy.

Fond Farewell to Skipper Wolters
After fourteen years of faithful service to the Chicago Audubon Society (CAS) our Office Administrator,  

Skipper Joy Wolters, left CAS at the end of July. Skipper was the friendly face and voice of CAS, and we know  
many of you will miss her.

Over the years, Skipper helped shepherd CAS through many bird seed sales, annual appeals,  
Birding America conferences, Environmental Awards banquets and evening programs at  

North Park Village Nature Center, in addition to providing support to board members. Recently she helped  
manage our move to new office space, a huge undertaking. 

Skipper also filled the roles of Compass newsletter editor and website manager for several years.  
We truly could not have functioned as CAS without her.

We imagine Skipper will now have some extra time to devote to her artwork, as shown in the photos below.  
Please check out her website at www.artcreatingnature.com. 

Thank you Skipper! We wish you a happy, healthy future.

See Calendar for details about our September 10th Peregrine program at North Park Village.

http://www.artcreatingnature.com
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Calendar of Events — Walks, Workdays, Programs
Unless otherwise noted, our activities are free and open to the public. You do not need to be 
a Chicago Audubon Society member to participate. For updates or more information, visit 
chicagoaudubon.org or call the CAS office, 773-539-6793.

Bird Walks 
Birds and Coffee at Jarvis Sanctuary —  
Friday, September 6, 7:30 – 9:30 a.m.  
Program repeats weekly through October 4 

Bird leader extraordinaire Josh Engel will bring coffee —  
you bring your own mug — and his talents to the Jarvis 
Sanctuary in Lincoln Park every Friday morning from Aug. 
30 through Oct. 4. Meet at the viewing platform on the 
east side of Jarvis Bird Sanctuary. https://goo.gl/maps/
SB32qgxvCFpfkeFUA Metered parking is available at Jarvis 
in the Waveland Parking Lot at the east end of W Addison 
Contact: josh@redhillbirding.com; 224-213-2280.

Meet at the viewing platform on the east side of Jarvis Bird 
Sanctuary. (https://goo.gl/maps/SB32qgxvCFpfkeFUA). 
Metered parking is available at Jarvis in the Waveland 
Parking Lot at the east end of W. Addison Contact:  
josh@redhillbirding.com; 224-213-2280. 

Wooded Island Bird Walks, Jackson Park — 
Saturday, September 7, 8:00 a.m Every Saturday, All Year 
(weather permitting)

These wonderful walks continue throughout the year, 
weather permitting. Bring binoculars and field guides and 
dress for the weather. Meet at the east side of the Clarence 
Darrow Bridge, just south of the Museum of Science and 
Industry. For directions, contact Pat Durkin at  
pat.durkin@comcast.net.

Bird Walks at North Park Village Nature  
Center  —  
Every Saturday in September – 8:00 a.m.  

Join us for migration in the beautiful spring woods 
surrounding the Nature Center. All levels of birders are 
encouraged to attend. The leader always welcomes 
questions. 5801 North Pulaski Road, Building D, Chicago. 
Leader: Marjorie Pries.

McKinley Park Bird Walk — 
Sunday, September 8 – 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  

Fall is the time to look for migrating birds. Attendees will 
learn to find and identify bird species in their drabber and 
more challenging fall plumage. All are welcome.  
2210 West Pershing

Brezina Woods Bird Walk — 
Wednesday, September 11 – 8 a.m. 

This is the heart of fall warbler migration, and there should 
be good numbers of other woodland migrants. (Mosquitoes 
are possible, be prepared.) Park at the easternmost end 
of the parking area, east side of Mannheim Rd. between 
Cermak and 31st St. in Westchester. Entrance is just south of 
the bridge over Salt Creek.  Leader: Doug Stotz,  
dfstotz@gmail.com

McKinley Park Bird Walk — 
Sunday, September 15 – 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  
2210 West Pershing 
Leaders: Ben Weiss, Mara Flores 
(See above) 

Out in Nature Bluff Spring Fen Walk — 
975 Bluff City Blvd, Elgin, IL  60120   
Sunday, September 15 - 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Calling all Fen Queens! Join us for a hike at Bluff Spring Fen 
with Doug Taron, Chief Curator of Peggy Notebaert Nature 
Museum. Butterflies, gentians, and birds, oh my! For more 
info or to RSVP, email urbantarzann@gmail.com or join 
www.facebook.com/groups/OutInNature. LGBTQ+.

Above: Two plover chicks by Tamima Itani

http://chicagoaudubon.org
https://goo.gl/maps/SB32qgxvCFpfkeFUA
https://goo.gl/maps/SB32qgxvCFpfkeFUA
mailto:josh@redhillbirding.com
https://goo.gl/maps/SB32qgxvCFpfkeFUA
mailto:pat.durkin@comcast.net
mailto:dfstotz@gmail.com
mailto:urbantarzann@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/OutInNature
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Out in Nature Walk at North Park Village 
Nature Center — 
5801 N Pulaski Rd., Chicago 
Friday, September 27 - 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Are you a creature of the night? Join us after hours with 
Chicago Park District Naturalist Ryan Vance to explore 
the trails at night and learn about local ecology. Then, 
head to Alarmist Brewery for a nightcap.  To RSVP, email 
urbantarzann@gmail.com or join www.facebook.com/
groups/OutInNature. LGBTQ+.

Westchester Migratory Bird Sanctuary — 
1050 South 11th Street, Chesterton, Indiana   
Saturday September 28 - 10:00 a.m. 
(See article page 16)

Site walk through and talk by Mary Kaczka, Pres. Porterco 
Conservation Trust, Inc.

Bird Walks at North Park Village Nature  
Center — 
Every Saturday in October – 8:00 a.m. 

Join us for migration in the beautiful spring woods 
surrounding the Nature Center. All levels of birders are 
encouraged to attend. The leader always welcomes 
questions. 5801 North Pulaski Road, Building D, Chicago. 
Leader: Marjorie Pries.

McKinley Park Bird Walk — 
2210 West Pershing  
Sunday, October 13 - 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 p.m.

Fall is the time to look for migrating birds. Attendees will 
learn to find and identify bird species in their drabber and 
more challenging fall plumage. All are welcome.  
Leaders: Peter Cahill,  Ben Weiss, Mara Flores.

Fall Bird Walk at Trailside Museum — 
Sunday, October 13 - 7:30 a.m.

Enjoy a casual walk as the fall migration season begins 
to wind down. Bonus: the seasonal splendor of Thatcher 
Woods sugar maples should be starting to show. 738 
Thatcher, River Forest; 708-366-6530. Leader John Elliott, 
johnelliott4@gmail.com

Brezina Woods Bird Walk — 
Wednesday, October 23 - 8 a.m.

We will look for fall birds such as kinglets, sparrows, and 
other later migrants. Park at the easternmost end of parking 
area, east side of Mannheim Rd. between Cermak and 31st 
St. in Westchester. Entrance is just south of the bridge over 
Salt Creek.  Leader: Doug Stotz, dfstotz@gmail.com

Out in Nature Walk at North Park Village 
Nature Center — 
5801 N Pulaski Rd, Chicago 
Friday, October 25 - 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Are you a creature of the night? Join us after hours with 
Chicago Park District Naturalist Ryan Vance to explore 
the trails at night and learn about local ecology. Then, 
head to Alarmist Brewery for a nightcap. To RSVP, email 
urbantarzann@gmail.com or join www.facebook.com/
groups/OutInNature. LGBTQ+.

Bird Walk led by Chicago Ornithological 
Society — 
Plum Creek Forest Preserve Burnham Ave & 223rd St, 
Chicago Heights, IL 
Saturday, October 26 - 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
(See article page 15)

Wear long pants and comfortable clothes. More information: 
laurelmross@gmail.com

Bright lights from buildings, along with  
reflective or transparent window and lobby glass,  
are hazards for birds migrating through Chicago. 

 
Each year Chicago Bird Collision Monitors 

recover more than 5000 birds that have suffered  
collisions in the downtown area.  

 
With your participation our rescue and prevention 

efforts can be expanded and more birds can be saved. 
 

YOU CAN HELP: 
Join a morning rescue team. 

Monitor a building where you live or work. 
Transport birds to wildlife rehabilitation centers. 

Support collision prevention work. 
Assist in public outreach and awareness programs. 

 
For more information: 

 www.birdmonitors.net 
773‐988‐1867 

mailto:urbantarzann@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/OutInNature
http://www.facebook.com/groups/OutInNature
mailto:johnelliott4@gmail.com
mailto:dfstotz@gmail.com
mailto:urbantarzann@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/OutInNature
http://www.facebook.com/groups/OutInNature
mailto:laurelmross@gmail.com
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Programs and Work Days
Camp Pine Work Day — 
Saturday, September 7 - 9:00 a.m.

Get your exercise and contribute to bird habitat at this CAS 
restoration project. Bring water and gloves if you have them; 
dress for some moderate work. We’ll have tools, gloves and 
snacks. Enter on the south side of Lake Avenue, eastbound 
ONLY from Des Plaines River Rd. - no left turn west bound 
on Lake. For questions contact:  laurelmross@gmail.com

Peregrines: From Decline to Recovery At North 
Park Village — 
Nature Center 5801 N. Pulaski, Chicago  
Tuesday, September 10 - 7:00 p.m. 

Once on the Endangered Species List and extirpated in 
Illinois from 1951 until 1986, the Peregrine Falcon population 
now exceeds historic levels. Mary Hennen, Director of the 
Chicago Peregrine Program at The Field Museum, will 
take us through the story of the recovery of peregrines in 

Illinois. We will learn what it means to live in close proximity 
to these remarkable birds, most of which now live in an 
urban habitat. Mary’s presentation will include a live, non-
releasable peregrine. Socializing at 7:00 p.m. Program 
begins at 7:15 p.m. Everyone welcome.

Big Year Birding Adventures —
Thursday, September 19 - 6:00 p.m. 

Lynn E. Barber will speak about her “Big Year Birding 
Adventures” focusing on quests and adventures from 
her Texas and Alaska big years which will be covered in 
a forthcoming book. Lynn has done several big years: 
a record-breaking Texas big year in 2005, an American 
Birding Association (ABA) big year in 2008, which she 
finished with 723 species, the third-best at the time. This 
program is the fourth in the Compelling Voices in Birding 
and Conservation series , sponsored by Chicago Audubon, 
Chicago Ornithological Society, and the Peggy Notebaert 
Nature Museum. Held at the Nature Museum. Free, but 
please register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/big-year-
birding-adventures-tickets-54099925333

Good Birders Don’t Wear White —  
Trailside Museum, 738 Thatcher, River Forest  
Saturday, September 21 - 1:00 p.m. 

Inspired by the book of that title (50 Tips From North 
America’s Top Birders, Lisa White, ed.) and based on advice 
from many experienced bird walk leaders, John Elliott 
will offer tips to make your birding more productive and 
especially enjoyable. 708-366-6530. johnelliott4@gmail.com

Partnering for Birds Workshop —  
Volunteer Resource Center, 6100 N Central Ave,  
Chicago, IL 60646  
Sunday, September 22 - 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.   
(See article page 15) 

Presented in partnership with the Forest Preserves of 
Cook County. Please register at this link: https://forms.gle/
edH8ca36j9NAr7r67

Advocacy Task Force Kick Off —  
Jerry’s Sandwiches, 5419 N Clark St, Chicago  
Monday, September 23 - 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
(See article page 7)

Camp Pine Work Day —   
Saturday, October 5 - 9:00 a.m. 
(See above)

Top: Lynn Barber in Alaska

Botom: From Mary Hennen’s The Peregrine Returns, the Art and Architecture 
of Urban Peregrine Recovery

mailto:laurelmross@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/big-year-birding-adventures-tickets-54099925333
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/big-year-birding-adventures-tickets-54099925333
mailto:johnelliott4@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/edH8ca36j9NAr7r67
https://forms.gle/edH8ca36j9NAr7r67
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Plum Creek Forest Preserve Work Day — 
Plum Creek Forest Preserve Burnham Ave & 223rd St, 
Chicago Heights, IL     
Saturday, October 26 - 9 a.m. to noon. 
(Optional Bird walk at 7:30 a.m.) 
(See article page 15)  

Wear long pants and comfortable clothes. Water, tools and 
gloves will be provided. For more information:  
laurelmross@gmail.com 

Management Tour of Montrose Dunes and 
Montrose Point —  
Date to be decided - 8 a.m.  
Watch our website for more information.

Tour of the management work of the bird sanctuaries  
at Montrose Dunes and Montrose Point. Learn about the 
history of the project as well as day to day management  
and future possibilities.  

Leader: Jason Steger, Chicago Park District.

Coming in November
Dam Removal and River Restoration on the 
North Branch —    
Tuesday, November 12 - Socializing at 7:00 p.m.; program 
begins at 7:15 p.m. 
Lauren Umek, PhD, Chicago Park District Project Manager at 
North Park Village Nature Center

Lauren will describe the history and growth of the CPD 
Natural Areas Program. She will also address the restoration 
projects at Horner Park and River Park, which have created 
some controversy. The talk will cover the overall vision for 
the North Branch of the Chicago River for preservation, 
restoration and engagement. Everyone welcome.

Plum Creek Forest Preserve Grassland Bird 
Conservation Opportunity
by Laurel Ross, CAS Board member

In June I attended a Chicago Ornithological Society (COS) bird 
walk at Plum Creek Forest Preserve to see grassland birds. 
We were not disappointed. Our group was dazzled by the 
large number of Henslow’s Sparrows singing and there were 

also Grasshopper Sparrows, Bobolinks, Eastern Meadowlarks, 
Savannah Sparrows, and more. My brain was still on fire from 
grassland bird expert Jim Herkert’s Wild Things talk in February 
in which he said that the Chicago region is THE place that 

Singing Henslow's Sparrow by Krzysztof Kurylowicz

mailto:laurelmross@gmail.com
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could make the difference for recovery of Henslow’s Sparrows. In 
the most recent Illinois Audubon magazine he writes that Cook 
County recorded (on ebird) the most Henslow’s Sparrows of any 
county IN THE COUNTRY last year. That is impressive. 

We also saw that a lot of Autumn Olive (an invasive woody plant) 
was encroaching on the open areas threatening this rare habitat. 
The Forest Preserves of Cook County (FPCC) did a  
major prioritization process a few years ago, but Plum Creek was 
not selected as a priority area. Sadly, with 70,000 thousand acres 
of land to manage and a limited budget, many hard choices had 
to be made. 

When I contacted FPCC ecologist Chip O’Leary and told him 
about the birds we had heard, I asked if we might organize a 
volunteer work day to remove some of that brush. He was very 
responsive and organized a staff team to survey the birds.  
They found 36 singing male Henslow’s among the other grassland 
birds I mentioned above and were impressed with those numbers.

Chip confirmed that the FPCC would support a volunteer work 
day at Plum Creek and also assign staff to work on the problem. 

We have selected Oct 26 as the volunteer work day date, and 
have secured a permit and tools from the Volunteer office. 
Several bird groups have agreed to co-sponsor this effort.

Plum Creek is far away from the places that most of our familiar 
bird conservation folks live, but we will seek local folks to 
participate. Our first step is the October 26 work day from 9 a.m. 

to noon. COS will lead a bird walk at 7:30 a.m.

If you are interested and available we would love to have you join 
us. It is an opportunity to do something at an orphan site of real 
conservation value.

Westchester Migratory Bird Sanctuary, Chesterton 
Indiana — Restoration for the Birds
by Karen Rodriguez, resident of Chesterton and volunteer 

Hidden at the edge of the 42-acre Westchester Migratory Bird 
Sanctuary wetland in Chesterton, Indiana, a pair of Sandhill 
Cranes protects a new chick. To the delight of the Sanctuary 
volunteers working to restore the wetland, nesting cranes 
have produced chicks two years in a row at this site.

In the 1950s and 1960s, the Westchester Migratory Bird 
Sanctuary was the unofficial garbage dump of Chesterton, 
Indiana. The local YMCA acquired the property from the 
private landowner who had an agreement with the Town of 
Chesterton to abuse it in that way.   Subsequently the Porter 
County Parks Foundation acquired the property from the 
YMCA and about five years ago, the Foundation turned the 
property over to the newly formed Porterco Conservation 
Trust, Inc.

The mission of the Porterco Conservation Trust, Inc., a 501(c)

(3) not-for-profit organization, is: “Bringing nature and 
community together through restoration, conservation, and 
education.” Their goals are to increase volunteer participation 
by the Chesterton community in Sanctuary projects to 
maintain the site’s natural habitats, and to increase access 
to the site for Midwestern birders, educational institutions, 
researchers and nature lovers.  

To accomplish these goals, the organization is restoring the 
Sanctuary’s wetland and woodland habitats; carrying out a 
plan for the long-term conservation of habitats and resident 
species with particular attention to birds; and, improving 
access to the site in order to conduct educational and research 
field work and events in conjunction with regional schools, 
parks and the Chesterton community. All restoration projects 
are led by local volunteers. Restoration of the Sanctuary is 
funded by corporate, institutional, and private individuals. 

Daniel Suarez with lucky horseshoe at Plum Creek Preserve Cook County
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Financial support provided by Indiana Dunes Tourism has 
increased accessibility to wetland overlooks at two gazebos, a 
platform, and around the wetland to the Sanctuary’s  
Griffin Lake.

Porterco had a vision for the property: bury the old dump 
under new fill, eradicate the invasive species, and promote 
the growth of native vegetation. Then: wait for the birds to 
come. Over the last several years, the old garbage dump 
next to 11th Street has been covered in four feet of fill. The 
removal of invasive species in portions of the site has allowed 
a wetland seed bank to produce a flush of native wetland 
vegetation. And the birds, including Sandhill Cranes, Great 
Blue and Green Herons, Eastern Bluebirds, Baltimore Orioles 
and the wonderful Wood Thrush have returned. Other taxa 
are returning as well. This spring a rare Blanding’s turtle was 

spotted at the edge of the wetland. 

As a part of the patchwork of natural areas at the southern 
end of Lake Michigan, the Sanctuary provides the migratory 
birds, resident birds and other species feeding, resting and 
nesting habitats. 

This is indeed a sanctuary for birds, humans and other 
creatures. 

www.westchesterbird.org

Wetland bordered by woodland. Photo by Karen RodriguezSandhill Crane family. Photo by Terry Hoover

 See: field trip calendar  September 28

Partnering for Birds Workshop
September 22

In most cases, general habitat restoration techniques that restore healthy ecosystems also promote great bird habitat. However, certain 
birds of concern can benefit from specialized restoration and management. Join fellow stewards and bird monitors for an afternoon of 
presentations and discussion about management of local natural areas for both migratory and nesting birds. 

Presenters will include Jenny Flexman, Walter Marcisz, Ken Schaefer, Mike McNamee, Diana Granitto, Jeff Skrentny, Katy Krigbaum, 
Laurel Ross and Judy Pollock. Participants will receive a copy of the CAS publication Partnering for Birds. All birders and restoration 
volunteers are welcome! Bring your questions. Presented in partnership with the Forest Preserves of Cook County. Held at the 
Volunteer Resource Center 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Please register at this link: https://forms.gle/edH8ca36j9NAr7r67 

http://www.westchesterbird.org
https://forms.gle/edH8ca36j9NAr7r67 
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Reflection on Monitoring the Plovers 
by Judy Cheske, CAS Webmaster
 

I've always been so impressed with the everyday people who are engaged in 
conservation work, such as with rhinos and elephants in Africa, orangutans in Asia, 
even grizzly bears in Montana and Wyoming — I never thought an opportunity to 
help save an endangered species would present itself in Chicago! I feel so grateful for 
the opportunity to help protect these small, special beautiful birds. 

My favorite time with them was one evening around 9 p.m. about a week after the 
chicks were born. All of the people had left, the birders and passersby along the 
wall, and the volleyball players, even the gulls were all gone, and it was quiet, just 
the waves wooshing in the background. The sun had set and it was quickly getting 
too dark to see them, but I wanted to do one last check of the 2 adults and 3 chicks 
before I left for the night. I was careful where I walked, outside the roped off area of 
course, and I could hear them, finally, for the first time that day — it’s such a sweet 
sound, that piping — as Rose and Monty piped to the chicks and I believe it was 
the chicks piping back, there was a back and forth of different peeps, in a regular 
cadence, responding to each other. Finally they had the beach to themselves…

Editor’s Note: In response to appeals from many bird groups 187 people of all ages 
and geographies volunteered to spend time monitoring the plover family.  Each of 
them has a story to tell.  All monitors are invited to share their experiences on the CAS 
FaceBook page. 

Pipng plover chick in flight by Tamima Itani

Mom and chicks under her by Tamima Itani
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Chicago Audubon Membership Form
If you wish to become a new member or renew an existing membership, you may:

1) Mail in this form with a check or credit card information, or 

2) Charge your membership online (at chicagoaudubon.org), or 

3) Call the office with your credit card information at 773-539-6793. 

Below is a summary of CAS membership levels and associated benefits:

Level Price Family 
Included* CAS Hat Recognition in 

Compass**

Free 
admission to 
CAS annual 

major event***

Exclusive 
Benefactor 

field trip

Student (25 and 
younger) $10

Individual $25

Family $40 •

Supporter $75 • •

Steward $100 • • •

Sponsor $500 • • • •

Benfactor $1,000+ • • • • •

* Family is defined as immediate family residing at member’s address 
** With member’s permission
*** Birding America or Awards Banquet depending on timing of new membership / renewal

Your name 

Street Address  City  State  Zip 

Phone number  

Email (required to receive Compass newsletter) 

 Check (payable to Chicago Audubon Society)  Visa  MasterCard  Discover

Exact name on card 

Card number  Exp. date 

Mail your completed form with check or credit card information to: 

Chicago Audubon Society • 5801-C North Pulaski Rd. • Chicago, IL 60646

https://www.chicagoaudubon.org/

