
Wooded Island Bird Walk Report for Saturday, July 5, 2014 

 

Hello to All, 

For the first time in memory, the “Chosen Few” Music Festival was under control. The Chicago 

Police Department and Fire Department were on duty. Access to the east parking lot was not 

restricted to the festival attendees, with a $20 fee, that happened last year. Police were stationed 

at the North Bridge. Birds and birders vibrated with the pulsating beat of the music. Smoke from 

barbeques and huge tents planted on the entire soccer field resembled a refugee camp. A sound 

stage was set up. We did not try to access Bobolink Meadow. But overall, the experience this 

year, with an estimated crowd of 20,000 visitors, was much more tolerable. 

As birders sat on the steps to the Japanese Garden pavilion, a Ruby-throated Hummingbird flew 

around the base of the lantern. We were only six feet away, and at eye level. It was a handsome 

male.  

A trio of fledged Baltimore Orioles was acting very grown-up, and snapping up the numerous 

gnats and bugs from thin branches. One fledging was still wearing its down feathers on the 

shoulders and back. There was a great debate as to whether sharped-eared Jennie and Eric heard 

a White-breasted Nuthatch. I even wrote it down on the group list. But alas, upon hearing and 

observing a fledgling Baltimore Oriole at a distance of five feet, they surrendered the claim to 

the White-breasted Nuthatch, and had to admit, that the sound they heard was from a fledging 

Baltimore Oriole. 

As we walked north along the western paved path, we spotted a huge snag of a tree trunk that 

resembled a Grizzly Bear, or perhaps, Big Foot. We seldom walk this section of the Island. 

Attached is a photo. See what you think. No, none of us called out loudly, “Bear! Bear!!” We 

were not that dehydrated. 

BIRDERS: 9. Rick, Jennie, Eric G., Leo, Caroline, Karin C., Karin D, Dolores, new 

birder, and Pat  

TIME:   8:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.  

PLACES:  Wooded Island 

WEATHER:  Sunny, Temperature low 70’s F., Wind SSW 10 – 15 mph 

TOTAL SPECIES COUNT: 33 

X = commonly seen and/or not counted. 



1. Canada Goose – X. Our white-headed mother was leading the parade under Darrow 

Bridge, from the East to the North Lagoon. The two juveniles followed her, then father, 

followed by a dozen full grown geese.  

2. Wood Duck – 2. East Lagoon. 

3. Mallard – X. Males looking in a sorry state of eclipse molt. 

4. HOODED MERGANSER – 1. Female. East Lagoon. 

5. Great Blue Heron – 1. 

6. Green Heron – 2. 

7. Black-crowned Night Heron – 1. 

8. Ring-billed Gull – X. Occasional single fly overs. 

9. Caspian Tern – 1. 

10. Chimney Swift – 1. 

11. Ruby-throated Hummingbird – 1. 

12. Downy Woodpecker – 2. Males. 

13. Eastern Phoebe – 1. 

14. Eastern Kingbird – 3. 

15. Warbling Vireo – X. Heard. 

16. American Crow – 2. 

17. Purple Martin – X. 

18. Barn Swallow – X. 

19. Black-capped Chickadee – X. 

20. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher – 2. 

21. American Robin – X. Many fledglings with good flying skills. 

22. Gray Catbird – 6. The red undertail coverts was seen on one perched very close to birders 

along the west path. 

23. Cedar Waxwing – 4. 

24. Yellow Warbler – 2. 

25. Song Sparrow – 2. 

26. Northern Cardinal – 3. 

27. Indigo Bunting – 1. Male. Rose Garden. 

28. Red-winged Blackbird – 1. 



29. Brown-headed Cowbird – 4. 

30. Baltimore Oriole – 3. One adult male and three fuzzy juveniles. 

31. House Finch – 1. 

32. American Goldfinch – 2. 

33. House Sparrow – 1. 

This is a group report, with many birders contributing to the list. Most of the birds were seen by 

a least several or all the birders. 

Corrections, additions and comments are welcome. 

Recordings are not used to attract birds. 

This report will be recorded on eBird as a group report for the Wooded Island Bird Walks. 

The Walks are free and open to one and all. They are held year round. Birders always show up 

near Darrow Bridge at the start times.  Newcomers are warmly welcomed. 

Note: Darrow Bridge has been barricaded by the Department of Transportation but there are 

openings at each end that allows for foot traffic. The Bridge has been deemed unsafe. Birders 

continue to meet on Darrow Bridge and scan the lagoons and trees while the group comes 

together. 

The Walks start at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, and at 7:15 a.m. on Wednesday.   

Birders gather on Darrow Bridge, which is located south of the Museum of Science and Industry. 

Ample parking is available east of Darrow Bridge and is accessible from South Lake Shore 

Drive at 57
th

 Street (labeled Science Drive on a small blue street sign). There is a Stop Light at 

57
th

 Street. Make a turn at the Stop Light towards the Museum. Turn Left (south) at the 

intersection of Science Drive and Columbia Drive. Go through the parking lot to the west end 

near Darrow Bridge. 

Best of Birding to All,  

Patricia Durkin 

Chicago Audubon Society Representative 

Wooded Island Bird Walks 

 


