
Wooded Island Bird Walk Report for Saturday April 19, 2014 
 
Hello everyone, 
 
Pat was not able to join us for our walk so I am filling in as your reporter for the day.  It was a chilly but 
beautiful, sunny morning and spring was in the air.  The forsythia are blooming on the island as well as 
the spring wildflowers, so we weren't too upset by the cooler temperatures. 
 
Birders:  21:  Sally, Jennette, Mark, Sandra, Kurt M., Karin C., Karin D., Rick, Al, Linda, Eric, Tobias, Mark 
W., Bruce, Phil, Laura, Mary Nell, new participants Angie, Eileen and Roger, and Jennie. 
 
Weather:  Sunny, with some clouds moving in later in the morning.  Temperatures in the 40s with a bit of 
wind. 
 
Places:  Wooded Island, Bobolink Meadow and the Outer Harbor. 
 
The highlights of the morning were the many flocks of cormorants that kept passing over us (but didn't 
stop), the return of swallows, and the sudden large numbers of black-crowned night herons on heron 
island. 
 
The unpleasant excitement of the morning was a gull, possibly a herring gull, sitting quietly on the driving 
range with a fish hook caught on his bill with a fishing lure hanging from it. I called the bird collision 
monitors and received a call back that someone was on her way.  In the meantime, our medical team of 
Mark and Sandra, assisted by Curt, Karin D., Eileen and myself, told the attendant in the driving range 
about the situation and what we wanted to do.  We then made our way up the side of the range, while 
someone got the golfers to stop hitting the balls for a few minutes.  We tried to encircle the bird from a 
distance but unfortunately it flew away, circled back and flew over the meadow.  We couldn't see where it 
landed.  So, I called the bird collision monitor and told her the news.  She reminded us that even though 
the bird can fly, it will probably become weaker so we should watch for it.  So, if any of you see a gull with 
a red fishing lure dangling from it's mouth, please call the bird collision monitors at (773)988-1867. 
 
The bird list below is a combination of the list I kept for the group and Mark Webster's list. 
 
Wooded Island/Bobolink Meadow 
Pied-billed grebe [4] 
Double-crested cormorant [flocks of c. 150, 45, plus many smaller flocks and singletons] 
Black-crowned night heron [13 on Heron Island and 7 spotted by Karin C. on the small island just south of 
Heron Island] 
Canada goose [abundant] 
Mallard [abundant] 
Blue-winged teal [2 males, 2 females] 
Red-breasted merganser [4] 
Turkey vulture [2], soaring over the Rose Garden 
American kestrel [1] 
Hawk -- flew over the Rose Garden quickly -- probably a Cooper's 
American coot [4] 
Herring gull [2] 
Ring-billed gull [many flyovers; several in marina] 
Caspian tern [2] 
Monk parakeet [3 seen and others heard at nests at driving range] 
Belted kingfisher [1] 
Northern flicker [at least 4] 
Yellow-bellied sapsucker [2] 
?Hairy woodpecker [1, poor view] 
Downy woodpecker [1 male, 2 females] 
Eastern phoebe [3] 
Purple Martin [1] 
Tree swallow [c. 5] 
Rough-winged swallow [c. 10] 
Barn swallow [at least 2] 
Barn swallow [1] 
American crow [at least 5] 



Black-capped chickadee [3] 
American Goldfinch [2] 
Brown creeper [5] 
Brown thrasher [1; Al saw a second] 
American robin [abundant] 
Hermit thrush [abundant] 
Blue-gray gnatcatcher [1] 
Golden-crowned kinglet [1] 
Ruby-crowned kinglet [at least 6] 
Starling [4] 
Yellow-rumped warbler [4] 
House sparrow [1 sharing nest with parakeets] 
Red-winged blackbird [abundant] 
Common grackle [abundant] 
Brown-headed cowbird [abundant] 
Northern cardinal [abundant] 
Eastern towhee [5] 
Dark-eyed junco [3] 
White-throated sparrow [1] 
Swamp sparrow [6] 
Song sparrow [5] 
Pigeon [1 flyover] 
 
Outer Harbor/lake overlook 
Horned grebe [4] 
Ruddy duck [5] 
Caspian tern [2] 
Red-breasted merganser [3] 
Tree Swallow [many] 
American coot [many] 
Female white-winged scoter [1] 

Corrections, additions and comments are welcome. 
 
Recordings are not used to attract birds. 
 
This report will be recorded on eBird as a group report for the Wooded Island Bird Walks. 
 
The Walks are free and open to one and all. They are held year round. Birders always show up near 
Darrow Bridge at the start times.  Newcomers are warmly welcomed. 
Note: Darrow Bridge has been barricaded by the Department of Transportation to foot traffic. The Bridge 
has been deemed unsafe. Openings that allow for foot traffic have been made at the both ends of the 
Bridge.  If the openings are closed, birders will continue to meet on the east side of Darrow Bridge and 
walk west around the North Lagoon to get to Wooded Island. 
The Walks start at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, and at 7:15 a.m. on Wednesday.   
Birders gather on Darrow Bridge, which is located south of the Museum of Science and Industry. Ample 
parking is available east of Darrow Bridge and is accessible from South Lake Shore Drive at 58th Street 
(labeled Science Drive on a small blue street sign). There is a Stop Light at 58th Street. Make a turn at the 
Stop Light towards the Museum. Turn Left (south) at the intersection of Science Drive and Columbia 
Drive. Go through the parking lot to the west end near Darrow Bridge. 
 
Good birding everyone, 
 
Jennie 
 


