
Wooded Island Bird Walk Report for Saturday, February 8, 2014 

 

Hello to All, 

A report was not filed last Saturday. Due to falling snow, with significant accumulation and icy 

conditions, no one recorded birds on Wooded Island. However, birder and marathon runner, Eric 

Ginsburg did provide a report of the birds that he saw during an early morning run along the 

Jackson Park lakefront. In the Outer Harbor were “~ 60 Canada Geese, 1 Bufflehead, ~ 8 Scaup 

species, 4 – 5 Mallards, 2-3 Red-breasted Mergansers, and a handful of Common Goldeneye. 

Out on the pier were 3 American Tree Sparrows, an American Crow, and flocks of ducks flying 

north, including one flock of ~ 16 Common Goldeneyes. No swans, no gulls, no owls.” Thanks, 

Eric. Even on one of the worst weather days this winter, we still have a report. 

This morning we faced the accumulative effect of weeks of below freezing temperatures, 

significant snow accumulation and ice formation.  The snow banks along the curb to Darrow 

Bridge were one to two feet obstacles.  Along our usual circuit on Wooded Island and Bobolink 

Meadow, the paths were unplowed. New tracks had to be laid by Eric, Rick and Mark. This trio 

made the full circuit. I made it to the Japanese Garden; declared victory, and headed back to the 

car to await the explorers/birders. 

Actually, I suggested that we declare victory when we reached to southeast corner of Darrow 

Bridge. In the trees overhead we had wonderful views of the BROWN CREEPER and WHITE-

BREASTED NUTHATCH in the company of a few BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEES. I felt 

confident I could knock out a two-page report just on the sightings at this single corner of 

Darrow Bridge, and suggested hot chocolate was in order. But the explorers/birders would not 

fall for such an easy excuse to bail out. Onward we drudged.  Attached is a photo of the snow 

covered steps of the Museum, taken from Darrow Bridge. 

On my solo return to the car, I caught sight of a gray foot high object in the pine trees that guard 

the entrance to the Japanese Garden. Hoping for an owl, but knowing it would not be, I took a 

photo of the wasp nest.  

On the North Bridge, I found a sprig of eaten berries placed there by some person who obviously 

was thinking of remaining robins and cardinals. (photo) 

After the Wooded Island Walk, Jennie S., Karin C., Jennette R. and I drove to Hammond for 

breakfast at the Purple Steer.  We then drove to the William Powers Conservation Area (Wolf 

Lake – Chicago side). The entrance is on Avenue O and 126
th

 St. Just a hundred yards south of 

the entrance, in a small area of open water beneath an road overpass, we had great close up view 

of three Trumpeter Swans and four Mute Swans. Two American Coots were in the mix. It is a 

great chance to see these magnificent birds up close from your car.  



Paul Clyne recently wrote about the three species of swans that are possible and which are likely 

to be seen along the lakefront. He wrote in response for information from the Hyde Park Good 

Neighbor Network and has allowed me to include his comments in this report.  (attachment) 

Lastly, I have included a couple of photos of a juvenile Cooper’s Hawk who regularly perches 

near my home in the South Loop area ( 1500 S. Prairie Ave.) Yesterday it pulled up a lawn chair 

and made himself at home.  

BIRDERS:  4. Mark W. Eric G., Rick R. and Pat 

TIME:   8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

PLACES:  Wooded Island, Bobolink Meadow, Outer Harbor and Lakefront. 

WEATHER:  Snow flurries. Temperature 16 F. Mild winds from the south 5 – 10mph. 

   Frozen lagoons, water underpasses, harbor and entrance channel.  

   Ice cover extended out on the Lake to the water intake crib. 

   Snow depth was 8 to 12 inches. New tracks had to be made on 

   Wooded Island. Walk in Meadow was along the fence. 

TOTAL SPECIES COUNT:  12 

Mark Webster shared his list for this report. 

X = commonly seen and/or not counted. 

1. Canada Goose – a flock of 12 in flight over Wooded Island/Bobolink Meadow. 

2. Ring-billed Gull – 25. On ice in the Outer Harbor. 

3. Herring Gull – 2. Fly over. Wooded Island/Bobolink Meadow. 

4. Downy Woodpecker – 4. Two male/female pairs drumming on Wooded Island. 

5. HAIRY WOODPECKER – 2.  1 seen south of Japanese Garden and 1 heard near the 

south end of Wooded Island. 

6. American Crow – 7.  

7. Black-capped Chickadee – 3. Wooded Island and southeast corner of Darrow Bridge. 

8. WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH – 1. Southeast corner of Darrow Bridge. 

9. BROWN CREEPER – 1. Southeast corner of Darrow Bridge. 

10. Dark-eyed Junco – 3. Wooded Island. 

11. Northern Cardinal – 1. Wooded Island. 



12. House Sparrow – 2. Wooded Island. 

This is a group report. Most of the birds were seen by a least several or all the birders. 

Corrections, additions and comments are welcome. 

Recordings are not used to attract birds. 

This report will be recorded on eBird as a group report for the Wooded Island Bird Walks. 

The Walks are free and open to one and all. They are held year round. Birders always show up 

on Darrow Bridge at the start times.  Newcomers are warmly welcomed. 

The Walks start at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, and at 7:15 a.m. on Wednesday.   

Birders gather on Darrow Bridge, which is located south of the Museum of Science and Industry. 

Ample parking is available east of Darrow Bridge and is accessible from South Lake Shore 

Drive at 58
th

 Street (labeled Science Drive on a small blue street sign). There is a Stop Light at 

58
th

 Street. Make a turn at the Stop Light towards the Museum. Turn Left (south) at the 

intersection of Science Drive and Columbia Drive. Go through the parking lot to the west end 

near Darrow Bridge. 

Best of Birding to All,  

Patricia Durkin 

Chicago Audubon Society Representative 

Wooded Island Bird Walks 

 


