
Wooded Island Bird Walk Report for Saturday, February 15, 2014 

 

Hello to All, 

This Saturday held a few surprises for us. Newly minted PhD, Randy Shonkwiler, provided an 

excellent account of our morning adventure, and has given permission to use his IBET (Illinois 

Birders Exchanging Thoughts) post for the body of this report. 

BIRDERS: 7. Randy, Mark, Eric, Tobias, Sally, Sid and Pat 

TIME:  8:00 a.m. to noon. 

PLACES: Wooded Island, Bobolink Meadow, Wolf Lake, and Calumet sites. 

WEATHER: Partly Sunny. Temperature 15- 22 F. Winds WNW 5 – 10mph. Ground still a 

challenge to traverse, with packed snow, snow drifts, and ice. 
 

 

From :  Randy L Shonkwiler <rlshonkw@uchicago.edu>  

Sender :  ILbirds@yahoogroups.com  

Subject :  IBET Sat. JxP, Calumet area: R.-t. Loon, Snowy Owl 

To :  ilbirds@yahoogroups.com  

Sun, Feb 16, 2014 10:41 AM  
 

 

I joined Pat Durkin and the regular crew of the Saturday Audubon bird walk at Jackson Park 

yesterday.  We birded the Wooded Island/Bobolink Meadow area and 63rd Street Beach, then 

Pat, Mark Webster and I headed to Wolf Lake to try for a lifer Trumpeter Swan for Mark. 

Wooded Island wasn't too exciting, as expected.  We did find a BROWN CREEPER, which 

was a 3rd time's a charm for me this year.  The last two times I joined the group others saw the 

creepers but not me.  Mark also had a WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH.  There were 5 A. 

TREE SPARROWS in the meadow and another in the parking lot.  I think Mark also had some 

near the driving range.  There were also a couple of A. GOLDFINCHES in the meadow.  At 

least 7 of the 9 N. CARDINALS seen or heard were singing, as well as 2 of the 3 BLACK-

CAPPED CHICKADEES. 

The group traditionally goes to the outer harbor by La Rabida Hospital after Wooded Island 

but, since it is completely frozen, Eric Ginsberg suggested we go to 63rd Street Beach, because 

there had been some open water around the pier the day before.  This was a great decision!  I 

took my scope to a dune northeast of the end of the parking lot, started counting the mergansers 

and then one of the "mergansers" with its back to me turned around.  Bright white face, neck 

and breast, long neck, raised, slightly upturned bill---RED-THROATED LOON!!  A county 

lifer for me.  A nice reward to go along with successfully defending my PhD dissertation 

defense the day before.  It made up for having no one to take me out and buy me a lot of beer 

Friday night!  Hell, I would probably have missed it if someone had:)  While admiring the loon 

Pat called out "Isn't that a SNOWY OWL on the pier?"  Yes it was.  A rather dark bird.  Could 

this be a bird heading back north rather than south?  I thanked Eric a couple of times for his 



suggestion!  There were also 6 WHITE-WINGED SCOTERS, including 1 adult male.  Later in 

the day Eric recorded 21 here.  There were small numbers of C. GOLDENEYES, RED-

BREASTED and COMMON MERGANSERS, RING-BILLED and HERRING GULLS.  a 

decent sized scaup flock was way out there. 

All the water birds at Wolf Lake are concentrated where the small stream enters the lake along 

the road just south of the 126th Street entrance.  Here we found 3 adult TRUMPETER SWANS 

and 5 adult MUTE SWANS among the geese.  An A. BLACK DUCK was resting on the ice 

with some MALLARDS and there were 3 female C. GOLDENEYE.  One park employee 

mentioned seeing a couple of Snowy Owls visible beyond where the snow plow stopped on the 

north end of the park but we couldn't find them.  We checked the river at 126th Street but there 

were hardly any gulls and only common waterfowl.  We drove by Indian Ridge Marsh and 

along Stoney Island looking for raptors (I have not seen a Rough-legged in a long time) but we 

only found 1 RED-TAILED HAWK and an unidentified buteo, and then we had to go.  It was a 

fun morning. 

 

Randy Shonkwiler 

Hyde Park/Chicago 

 

------------------------------------ 

 

Corrections, additions and comments are welcome. 

Recordings are not used to attract birds. 

This report will be recorded on eBird as a group report for the Wooded Island Bird Walks. 

The Walks are free and open to one and all. They are held year round. Birders always show up 

on Darrow Bridge at the start times.  Newcomers are warmly welcomed. 

The Walks start at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, and at 7:15 a.m. on Wednesday.   

Birders gather on Darrow Bridge, which is located south of the Museum of Science and Industry. 

Ample parking is available east of Darrow Bridge and is accessible from South Lake Shore 

Drive at 58
th

 Street (labeled Science Drive on a small blue street sign). There is a Stop Light at 

58
th

 Street. Make a turn at the Stop Light towards the Museum. Turn Left (south) at the 

intersection of Science Drive and Columbia Drive. Go through the parking lot to the west end 

near Darrow Bridge. 

Best of Birding to All,  

Patricia Durkin 

Chicago Audubon Society Representative 

Wooded Island Bird Walks 



 


