
Wooded Island Bird Walk Report for Saturday, January 18, 2014 

 

Hello to All, 

Walking was tricky. The ice underfoot was solid and uneven.  We found access on both ends of 

the fence blocking Darrow Bridge. Despite the “Powers That Be”, the People have spoken. 

Access across the Bridge is wanted, especially since no work is being done. 

We almost went birdless on Wooded Island. Fortunately Mark heard one and saw another Brown 

Creeper. A Dark-eyed Junco and a few Black-capped Chickadees saved the day. Mark also 

spotted over 40 American Tree Sparrows bunched in a small area on the center and south end of 

the golf driving range. They were feeding on the exposed grass. 

It was easier to walk the Meadow along the fence than down the path. I found a skull of a 

Virginia Opossum under the pine trees. (photo). Here is a link with some facts about Virginia. 

http://web.extension.illinois.edu/wildlife/directory_show.cfm?species=opossum 

 

Mark discovered a trail camera affixed to a tree at the north end of the Meadow. The NSA has a 

very long reach. He also spotted a coyote walking near the golf driving range shack. Have to 

wonder if the two are connected. 

The main prize awaited us at the turnaround at LaRabida. A perfect Adult Male White-winged 

Scoter, with the distinguishing white “comma” below the eye, was diving along the pier and in 

the channel to the Outer Harbor. (photo) Two Mute Swans were in the channel. All lagoons and 

harbors were frozen, except for water beneath the underpasses. 

Doug, the human companion to “Copper”, the friendly Golden Retriever, reported finding a 

corpse of a hawk underneath a berry shrub, located near the NE corner of MSI property, near the 

underpass. Doug found it this week. The crows were at it. He believes it is a Cooper’s Hawk. 

This extremely cold winter is a killer. 

BIRDERS: 3. Mark Webster, Randy Shonkwiler & Pat Durkin 

TIME:  8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

PLACES: Wooded Island, Bobolink Meadow, 66
th

 St. Harbors & Lakefront 

WEATHER: Cloudy. Cold. Mild winds. Temperature 14 – 18 F. SSE 10 – 15mph.  

TOTAL SPECIES COUNT: 14 

http://web.extension.illinois.edu/wildlife/directory_show.cfm?species=opossum


1. Canada Goose – 83. Small flocks in flight. Small flock on grass north of LaRabida 

Hospital. 

2. MUTE SWAN – 2. Swimming in channel between the Lake and Outer Harbor. 

3. Mallard – 2. A male & female pair in flight above channel to Outer Harbor. 

4. WHITE-WINGED SCOTER – 1. Adult Male. Near in on Lake and in channel to Outer 

Harbor.  

5. Common Goldeneye – 7. Six males and 1 female on Lake. 

6. American Coot – 2. Open water under Animal Bridge between Outer & Inner Harbors. 

7. Ring-billed Gull – X. Few fly overs of Wooded Island/Bobolink Meadow. A few were 

resting on the Lake. About 30 were gathered together on the ice in the Outer Harbor. 

8. Herring Gull -1. Dark brown gull taking off and landing on the Lake. Seen from the 

turnaround. 

9. Downy Woodpecker – 1. Male. Working the branches SE of South Bridge. 

10. American Crow – 6. 

11. Black-capped Chickadee – 4. 

12. BROWN CREEPER – 2. Wooded Island along the west path. 

13. American Tree Sparrow – 40. Golf driving range. 

14. Dark-eyed Junco – 1. 

X = commonly seen and/or not counted. 

Mark Webster shared his list for this report. 

Corrections, additions and comments are welcome. 

Recordings are not used to attract birds. 

This report will be recorded on eBird as a group report for the Wooded Island Bird Walks. 

The Walks are free and open to one and all. They are held year round. Birders always show up 

on Darrow Bridge at the start times.  Newcomers are warmly welcomed. 

The Walks start at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, and at 7:15 a.m. on Wednesday.   

Birders gather on Darrow Bridge, which is located south of the Museum of Science and Industry. 

Ample parking is available east of Darrow Bridge and is accessible from South Lake Shore 

Drive at 58
th

 Street (labeled Science Drive on a small blue street sign). There is a Stop Light at 

58
th

 Street. Make a turn at the Stop Light towards the Museum. Turn Left (south) at the 



intersection of Science Drive and Columbia Drive. Go through the parking lot to the west end 

near Darrow Bridge. 

Best of Birding to All,  

Patricia Durkin 

Chicago Audubon Society Representative 

Wooded Island Bird Walks 

 


