
Wooded Island Bird Walk Report for Saturday, January 11, 2014 

 

Hello to All, 

It was weather conditions such as this Saturday that caused Doug Anderson to suspend the Bird 

Walks until late March. But as we all know, birders keep showing up if there is any possibility 

that the circuit is survivable.  

On Friday night I sent an email message out to a few of the hard core Wooded Island Regulars, 

to announce that only the Brave, Surefooted and Waterproof among us should attempt a Walk on 

Saturday morning. I disqualified myself on all three counts.   

Mark Webster made it through Wooded Island and Bobolink Meadow. Eric and Tobias Ginsburg 

covered that ground, plus a look at the Outer Harbor. Jennie and Sally made it half way down the 

center path of Wooded Island, before deciding that they had no chance to look for birds because 

they were preoccupied with finding safe footing. 

Jennie reported that “someone”, not me, has torn a section out of the fence on the east side of 

Darrow Bridge, but the fence on the west side was still intact. Jennie and Sally “climbed over the 

railing closest to the fence to get to the west side. It’s pretty easy if you hold onto the chain link 

fence, sit on the top railing, and then swing your legs over one by one.” Well, “pretty easy” for 

you, Jennie.  Some of us would have to attend physical therapy sessions for weeks to accomplish 

that feat.  Not to worry. We will find a way. Paul’s suggestion of lengthening our Walk around 

the North Lagoon is a sure option for all not so agile.  

Eric took a photo (attached) of an animal track that may be an opossum or raccoon.  I think it 

may be squirrel track. 

BIRDERS: 5 Heroic Birders:  Jennie Strable, Sally Etz, Mark Webster, Eric and Tobias 

Ginsburg 

TIME:  8:00 a.m. to ~ 9:30 a.m. 

PLACES: Wooded Island, Bobolink Meadow and Outer Harbor 

WEATHER: Foggy. Temperature 34 – 38 F. Wind from the west 10 – 20 mph. Treacherous 

ground conditions for walking. Ice was under slushy snow or packed snow.  

TOTAL SPECIES COUNT: 16 

X = commonly seen and/or not counted. 



This is a group report. Mark Webster, plus Eric and Tobias Ginsburg provided their personal 

lists. Jennie and Sally saw zero birds but did see two squirrels on Wooded Island as they 

attempted to look up and around, while mostly looking down where they were stepping. 

1. Canada Goose – 9. 

2. Mallard – 4. (3M/1F) 

3. Gr/Lesser Scaup – 1. Outer Harbor. 

4. Common Goldeneye – 5. Outer Harbor. 

5. Common Merganser – 1. 

6. Red-breasted Merganser- 2. Outer Harbor. 

7. Red-tailed Hawk – 1. 

8. Ring-billed Gull – 1. Fly over. 

9. Herring Gull – 1. Fly over. 

10. Downy Woodpecker – 3. 1 seen. 2 Heard. 

11. American Crow – 8. 

12. American Tree Sparrow – 13. 

13. Dark-eyed Junco – X. 

14. Northern Cardinal- 1+. A male was seen. Others heard. 

15. American Goldfinch – 5. 

16. House Sparrow – X. Heard in the Japanese Garden. 

Corrections, additions and comments are welcome. 

Recordings are not used to attract birds. 

This report will be recorded on eBird as a group report for the Wooded Island Bird Walks. 

The Walks are free and open to one and all. They are held year round. Birders always show up 

on Darrow Bridge at the start times.  Newcomers are warmly welcomed. 

The Walks start at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, and at 7:15 a.m. on Wednesday.   

Birders gather on Darrow Bridge, which is located south of the Museum of Science and Industry. 

Ample parking is available east of Darrow Bridge and is accessible from South Lake Shore 

Drive at 58
th

 Street (labeled Science Drive on a small blue street sign). There is a Stop Light at 

58
th

 Street. Make a turn at the Stop Light towards the Museum. Turn Left (south) at the 

intersection of Science Drive and Columbia Drive. Go through the parking lot to the west end 

near Darrow Bridge. 



Best of Birding to All,  

Patricia Durkin 

Chicago Audubon Society Representative 

Wooded Island Bird Walks 

 


