
Wooded Island Bird Walk Report for Saturday, October 25, 2014 

 

Hello to All, 

We had a very nice morning walk. One would have thought that the birds would be out and 

about too, but that was not the case. The Island was mostly quiet, as was Bobolink Meadow.  

A highlight came when I spotted a plump sandpiper, with a white breast, perched on a rock 

along the west side of Heron Island. We were looking at it from across the East Lagoon, as we 

stood in the Japanese Garden.  After extensive group consultation, the identification was finally 

declared by Karin Cassel: Spotted Sandpiper. This one was well nourished for a migration. In 

order to lighten the load in flight, the Spotted Sandpiper leaves behind the spots that are so 

noticeable in breeding plumage. 

Whenever the Island is quiet, as it was this morning, I always think, “Where is the hawk?” As we 

exited the Rose Garden on the west side, a Cooper’s Hawk circled overhead. Young Elliot called 

out, “It’s a Cooper’s! It has a rounded tail!” Sure enough, the Cooper’s Hawk landed on the snag 

along the footpath just outside the southwest section of the Rose Garden. I always refer to this 

great snag as the “Hal Cohen Snag.” He really went to bat with the Park District to save this 

wonderful high perch a couple of years ago. I have a new mnemonic to remind myself of the 

difference between a Cooper’s Hawk and a Sharp-shinned Hawk: “The Coop has a loop on the 

edge of its tail.” Or, a shorter version: “The Coop has a loop.” 

While on the Music Bridge, we found the female Belted Kingfisher perched on an awning bar of 

a boat in the 59
th

 St. Marina; or as Raman called it, the “rollover bar.” We were very hungry at 

this point, which could explain the loose association of the bar for a boat and a car. Attached is a 

photo of this madcap, spike headed, and very vocal Kingfisher, as she considers boating for a 

hobby. 

BIRDERS: 13. Jessica A., an American living in London, who discovered our Walks from the 

Chicago Audubon Society website, Elliot, a keen young birder, and his father Ben from 

Philadelphia, Sally E., Leo and Caroline H., Rick R., Raman S., Karin C., Jennie S., Mary Nell 

and Eric M., and Pat D. 

TIME:  8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  

PLACES: Wooded Island and Bobolink Meadow 

WEATHER: Sunny. Temperature 47 – 68 F. Wind WNW 5 – 10 mph. Superb full fall foliage 

colors. 

TOTAL SPECIES COUNT: 26 



X = commonly seen and/or not counted. 

This is a group report, with many birders contributing to the list. Most of the birds were seen by 

a least several or all the birders. 

1. Canada Goose – X. Mother Goose, with the white head, (C-126 neck tag), was spotted by 

Jennie. It appeared that the family unit walked across Stony Island. A flock was on the 

west side and some were on the east side. Drivers were very aware and slowed down 

until the geese were on the curb. 

2. Wood Duck – 2. Male and female. They were first seen together in the North Lagoon. 

They later flew to the East Lagoon. The male has molted to his full glorious colored self. 

The Cleopatra eye of the female would charm any male. 

3. Mallard – 2. Lovely to see the pair in flight. 

4. Pied-billed Grebe – 3. East Lagoon. 

5. Double-crested Cormorant – 5. In the East Lagoon and on the low and high snags. 

6. Great Blue Heron – 2. 

7. Cooper’s Hawk – 1. Wooded Island/Rose Garden. 

8. SPOTTED SANDPIPER – 1. East Lagoon.  

9. Ring-billed Gull – X. Occasional fly overs.  

10. Rock Pigeon – 1. Jessica and I saw this single pigeon flew off as we walked along the 

west paved path. We don’t usually find this species on Wooded Island. 

11. Belted Kingfisher – 1. Female. East Lagoon and 59
th

 St. Marina. 

12. Downy Woodpecker – 1. Heard. 

13. Flycatcher – 1. Seen perched on a bare tree in the southwest corner of the Rose Garden. 

The size and yellow belly suggested an Eastern Phoebe. 

14. BLUE JAY -1. A not so common species for Wooded Island, except during migration. 

This one was heard and then perched nearby for many birders to see. 

15. American Crow – 8. 

16. Black-capped Chickadee – X. Heard near the east entrance to the Rose Garden. 

17. Hermit Thrush – X. Around Wooded Island and in the Rose Garden. 

18. American Robin – X. 

19. European Starling – X. Flocks in flight and perched. 

20. Palm Warbler – 1. Bobolink Meadow. 



21. American Tree Sparrow – X. A few in Bobolink Meadow. 

22. Song Sparrow – X.  

23. White-throated Sparrow – 1 immature. Bobolink Meadow. 

24. Dark-eyed Junco – X. 

25. Northern Cardinal – 1. Male.  

26. American Goldfinch – X.  

Corrections, additions and comments are welcome. 

Recordings are not used to attract birds. 

This report will be recorded on eBird as a group report for the Wooded Island Bird Walks. 

The Walks are free and open to one and all. They are held year round. Birders always show up 

near Darrow Bridge at the start times.  Newcomers are warmly welcomed. 

Note: Darrow Bridge has been barricaded by the Department of Transportation but there are 

openings at each end that allows for foot traffic. The Bridge has been deemed unsafe. Birders 

continue to meet on Darrow Bridge and scan the lagoons and trees while the group comes 

together. 

The Walks start at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, and at 7:15 a.m. on Wednesday.   

Birders gather on Darrow Bridge, which is located south of the Museum of Science and Industry. 

Ample parking is available east of Darrow Bridge and is accessible from South Lake Shore 

Drive at 57
th

 Street (labeled Science Drive on a small blue street sign). There is a Stop Light at 

57
th

 Street. Make a turn at the Stop Light towards the Museum. Turn Left (south) at the 

intersection of Science Drive and Columbia Drive. Go through the parking lot to the west end 

near Darrow Bridge. 

Best of Birding to All,  

Patricia Durkin 

Chicago Audubon Society Representative 

Wooded Island Bird Walks 

 


