
Wooded Island Bird Walk Report for Saturday, October 18, 2014 

 

Hello to All, 

Rain was light but steady all day. There is no such thing as bad weather; only inadequate 

clothing. We made it around the full circuit and felt good about staying the course. We also felt 

very good about making it back to a car that warmed up quickly. 

We met Randy S. at the start near Darrow Bridge, and would meet up a few times thereafter on 

Wooded Island. 

The birds kept out of sight, except for the daring and disparate. I caught sight of a low flying 

raptor east of the golf shack, but could not relocate it.  The male Red-headed Woodpecker was 

nice to see in the NW corner of the Rose Garden. It was a bit bizarre to see one of the six 

Double-crested Cormorants hanging out its wings to dry in the rain. 

Beyond Wooded Island: 

We found a good antidote for the vexation awaiting us when the overhaul of Wooded Island 

begins. A post trip, and an hour’s ride, to the Indiana Dunes will cure us. Jennie S., Karin C., 

Barbara S. and I drove to Chesterton, Indiana for a delicious lunch at Popolano’s. We stopped at 

the Dorothy Buell Memorial Visitor Center which is a mile or two from Chesterton.  There are 

lots of free brochures and books on hiking the Indiana Dunes trails.  

Our destination was a visit to the (Henry) Cowles Bog, which is actually a fen. On cue, the rain 

stopped as we began our stroll down part of the trail. A flock of a dozen Eastern Bluebirds flew 

in front of us from one side of the rode to the other side along Mineral Spring Road. The five 

mile loop is considered by many to be the best trail in the Dunes.  

Cowles Bog is a forest, plopped down or grown up in a mire of mineral rich pH neutral or 

alkaline waters.  It holds Indiana’s largest stand of Northern White Cedar. In the late 1890’s, Dr. 

Henry Chandler Cowles (1869 – 1939), a University of Chicago doctoral student and later 

Professor and Chair, conducted his seminal research on plant succession in this area that resulted 

in the scientific world becoming aware of how precious and rare this natural treasure was in the 

world. His work was a foundation for the effort to save and protect the Dunes from the massive 

industrial development. For a connection to Wooded Island and its Paul H. Douglas Nature 

Sanctuary designation, Senator Douglas owned a cottage in Dune Acres. The trail head for 

Cowles Bog is at the guard house leading to Dune Acres. Save the Dunes Council could never 

have achieved the success that they did in preserving the Indiana Dunes without the strong 

support and political intervention of Senator Douglas, Hyde Parker and U of C Professor in 

Economics. 



 

BIRDERS: 6. Jennie S., Karin C., Al L., Tobias G., Sue, naturalist from Crab Tree 

Nature Center, Pat D. 

TIME:  8:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  

PLACES: Wooded Island and Bobolink Meadow 

WEATHER: Light steady rain. Temperature 42 – 50 F. Wind NNW 15 – 20 mph. 

TOTAL SPECIES COUNT: 21. 

X = commonly seen and/or not counted. 

This is a group report, with many birders contributing to the list. Most of the birds were seen by 

a least several or all the birders. 

1. Canada Goose – X. 

2. Wood Duck – 2. 

3. Pied-billed Grebe – 6. 

4. Double-crested Cormorant – 7. 

5. Great Blue Heron – 1. 

6. Ring-billed Gull – X. 

7. Belted Kingfisher – 1. 

8. RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER – 1. Male. Rose Garden. Great views. 

9. HAIRY WOODPECKER – 1. Rose Garden. Reported by Tobias G. 

10. Northern Flicker – 2. 

11. EASTERN PHOEBE – 2. Reported by Randy S. 

12. American Crow – 12. 

13. Black-capped Chickadee – X. Rose Garden. 

14. Brown Creeper – 1. Al L. reported seeing the pair in the grove between the Darrow 

Bridge and the North Bridge. 

15. Golden-crowned Kinglet – X. Rose Garden. Reported by Jennie S. 

16. Palm Warbler – 1. Rose Garden. 

17. White-throated Sparrow – X. 

18. White-crowned Sparrow – 1. 

19. Dark-eyed Junco – 14.  



20. Northern Cardinal – 1. Female. Rose Garden. 

21. Pine Siskin  - 2. Bobolink Meadow. Reported by Randy S. who also saw a flock fly by 

Bobolink Meadow. 

Corrections, additions and comments are welcome. 

Recordings are not used to attract birds. 

This report will be recorded on eBird as a group report for the Wooded Island Bird Walks. 

The Walks are free and open to one and all. They are held year round. Birders always show up 

near Darrow Bridge at the start times.  Newcomers are warmly welcomed. 

Note: Darrow Bridge has been barricaded by the Department of Transportation but there are 

openings at each end that allows for foot traffic. The Bridge has been deemed unsafe. Birders 

continue to meet on Darrow Bridge and scan the lagoons and trees while the group comes 

together. 

The Walks start at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, and at 7:15 a.m. on Wednesday.   

Birders gather on Darrow Bridge, which is located south of the Museum of Science and Industry. 

Ample parking is available east of Darrow Bridge and is accessible from South Lake Shore 

Drive at 57
th

 Street (labeled Science Drive on a small blue street sign). There is a Stop Light at 

57
th

 Street. Make a turn at the Stop Light towards the Museum. Turn Left (south) at the 

intersection of Science Drive and Columbia Drive. Go through the parking lot to the west end 

near Darrow Bridge. 

Best of Birding to All,  

Patricia Durkin 

Chicago Audubon Society Representative 

Wooded Island Bird Walks 

 


