
Wooded Island Bird Walk Report for Saturday, October 11, 2014 

 

Hello to All, 

It was another nice fall day to be out and about birding in Jackson Park.  Comments on some 

sightings are attached to the listing.   

After birding Jackson Park, Jennie and I drove south to 89
th

 St and South Lake Shore Drive to 

see if we could spot the Western Kingbird and Merlin that was reported yesterday. The Merlin 

was very cooperative, but we did not see the Western Kingbird. It was in the area, but other 

birders reported that a scope was needed. It is time to start packing a scope in the trunk. 

BIRDERS: 10. Leo H., Caroline H., Pattie T., Karin C., Jennie S., Kurt E., Roger F. and is 

sister Carolyn from New Hampshire, Edith Harte, Hyde Park birder and new addition to the 

Wooded Island Regular Group, and Pat D. 

TIME:  8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

PLACES: Wooded Island and Bobolink Meadow 

WEATHER: Sunny. Temperature in the mid 40’s F., Wind NE 5 – 10 mph 

TOTAL SPECIES COUNT: 33 

X = commonly seen and/or not counted. 

This is a group report, with many birders contributing to the list. Most of the birds were seen by 

a least several or all the birders. 

1. Canada Goose – X. 

2. Wood Duck – 2. Resting on the back steps of the Museum. 

3. HOODED MERGANSER – 3. East Lagoon. Female/immature. 

4. Pied-billed Grebe – 3. 

5. Double-crested Cormorant – 6. 

6. Great Blue Heron – 1. 

7. Black-crowned Night Heron – 1. Juvenile. Sleeping on a branch over the water. Viewed 

from the Music Bridge in a NW direction, just a few yards from the containment wall. 

8. MERLIN – 1. This raptor took some time to settle on identification. It was seen perched 

on the snag east of the Rose Garden that is often the favored perch of cormorants. It was 

eating with abandon a small bird and paid no heed to the birders in the Rose Garden. It 



was the right size for a Merlin. The breast was creamy buff color with vertical dark 

brown/black strips. The wings tips folded nicely to a point. I saw a faint mustache and 

whitish throat. While we were all focused on this spit fire of a falcon, Caroline H. called 

out about a large raptor that sailed over us. It flew in a SW direction across the Rose 

Garden. We were not able to relocate the large raptor. 

9. Ring-billed Gull – X. 

10. Chimney Swift – X. After 9 a.m. there were always a half dozen in the air. 

11. BELTED KINGFISHER – 1. Female. Worked the East and West Lagoons. She perched 

on a horizontal branch protruding from the little islet south of Heron Island and allowed 

us to see her rusty colored breast band below the dark blue-gray band. Her rattling chatter 

was heard when in flight. 

12. HAIRY WOODPECKER – 1. Male. We heard the loud drumming as we came off the 

Music Bridge and headed NW along the path. In short order we saw him working a 

branch at eye level along the lagoon. We were able to come within six feet of this fellow. 

The bill looked like a horseshoe nail. This is the closest I have seen a Hairy Woodpecker. 

No binoculars needed. We left him there hammering the limb. 

13. Northern Flicker – 6. Most were seen as we walked through Bobolink Meadow. 

14. OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER vs EASTERN WOOD PEWEE. I know it is getting late 

to call out any flycatcher, but this one looked more like an Olive-sided to me. I saw it on 

top of a mature tree in the grove south of the Music Bridge. I was standing on the Music 

Bridge so the distance was well over a fifty yards. It was a big flycatcher and looked like 

it was wearing the classic vest of dark side chest patches. It was perched in the open and 

high up as Olive-sided like to do. Eastern Wood Pewee is more likely at this time of year, 

but it sure was a large flycatcher. 

15. Blue Jay – 1. Heard by Jennie S. while we were in the Rose Garden. 

16. American Crow – 4. 

17. Black-capped Chickadee – 2. 

18. House Wren – 1. 

19. Ruby-crowned Kinglet – 1. 

20. Veery – 2. Called out by another birder. Description fit a Veery, although it is just 

beyond their window of migration sightings in Jackson Park. 



21. Swainson’s Thrush – X. 

22. Hermit Thrush – X. 

23. American Robin – X. 

24. Gray Catbird – X. Heard on Wooded Island. 

25. European Starling – X. 

26. Cedar Waxwing – 2. 

27. Field Sparrow – 1. 

28. Song Sparrow – X. 

29. White-throated Sparrow – X. A large flock was on the grass NW of the North Bridge. 

They would fly in unison to the shrubs bordering the West Lagoon, and then quickly fly 

back to the grassy area. 

30. White-crowned Sparrow – 1. 

31. DARK-EYED JUNCO – 3. In the company of the flock of White-throated Sparrows. 

32. Northern Cardinal – 1. 

33. American Goldfinch – X. In the Rose Garden and Bobolink Meadow. 

Corrections, additions and comments are welcome. 

Recordings are not used to attract birds. 

This report will be recorded on eBird as a group report for the Wooded Island Bird Walks. 

The Walks are free and open to one and all. They are held year round. Birders always show up 

near Darrow Bridge at the start times.  Newcomers are warmly welcomed. 

Note: Darrow Bridge has been barricaded by the Department of Transportation but there are 

openings at each end that allows for foot traffic. The Bridge has been deemed unsafe. Birders 

continue to meet on Darrow Bridge and scan the lagoons and trees while the group comes 

together. 

The Walks start at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, and at 7:15 a.m. on Wednesday.   

Birders gather on Darrow Bridge, which is located south of the Museum of Science and Industry. 

Ample parking is available east of Darrow Bridge and is accessible from South Lake Shore 

Drive at 57
th

 Street (labeled Science Drive on a small blue street sign). There is a Stop Light at 

57
th

 Street. Make a turn at the Stop Light towards the Museum. Turn Left (south) at the 

intersection of Science Drive and Columbia Drive. Go through the parking lot to the west end 

near Darrow Bridge. 



Best of Birding to All,  

Patricia Durkin 

Chicago Audubon Society Representative 

Wooded Island Bird Walks 

 


